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November 2015
Dear Friends: 
The holiday season is here!!  Hope everyone is doing well and had a wonderful summer and fall.  Best wishes to you for a wonderful Thanksgiving and a very Merry Christmas!
Please remember that if you have any information to let Karen Corbin DeVictor know. Her e-mail is: kdevictor@gmail.com, or call 785-842-8216.  You are also welcome to call me any time.  We will make sure and keep you informed through emails and the newsletters.  This is a great way to keep up with everyone.  Please check out our website:  http://www.727atb.us.  Terry Sorenson is our Historian and Webmaster. 
SAVE THE DATE: 727th ATB 33rd Annual Reunion-------July 14-16, 2016!!!!!!!
Same place:  Courtyard by Marriott Kansas City Airport.

Rates are higher than this past year.  You can go ahead and make room reservations now, if you would like.  Cost is $116 (before taxes) for king or 2 queens.  Rooms can be cancelled at no cost up to 24 hours before arrival.  No payment is due at this time, but they will take credit card information to guarantee the reservation.  Call before June 23, 2016. Call early to get the type of room you want.  The rates stayed the same for at least the last 5 years, so an increase is not a surprise.
Call 800-321-2211 and reference the 727th Amphibian Tractor Battalion Room Block.
The 727th Amphibian Tractor Battalion 32nd Annual Reunion was July 23-25, 2015. Read all about it:
We had a good time with new and old friends.  Friday AM began with the memorial service and the reading of the names of all vets of the battalion who are now deceased. Afterward, JoAn Staton announced that she is no longer able to organize the annual reunion and since she has done that (with the help of her family, too) for 10 years total, and the last 7 in a row, we all know she deserves a break.  Her hard work is most appreciated!  We have been lucky to have her!
Most who attended went to Ft. Leavenworth on Friday afternoon, after the annual memorial service that morning.  At Saturday’s reunion group meeting new co-chairs came forward-they will be Vicki Sorenson, Donna Windmeyer and Karen DeVictor.  There will be another reunion next year-in July!  Fourteen of us went to the Truman (as in Harry S.) Museum that afternoon.  The Friday meal was made and brought by Terry and Vicki Sorenson.  JoAn and daughter Jeannie, planned the Saturday night dinner.  BINGO was played (of course!) each evening.  On Saturday night, everyone really enjoyed the “Radio Days” performance by some of the Senior Barn Players-we heard great clarinet playing by a professional jazz player, and loved hearing a wonderful rendition of the famous “Who’s On First” Abbott and Costello routine! 

Those who attended were:  Cora Alvarez and her sister Celia, with husband Henry Vega. (Cora’s granddaughter, her husband and her son also visited both evenings); Don Johnson and son Brad; Josie  Feigal and son John; JoAn Staton and daughter Jeannie Pappas; Terry and Vicki Sorenson and his mother, Arlene; Dean Sorenson and his fiancée Karen Thorsen; Karen (Corbin) and husband Fred DeVictor.  Of course, many who have been able to make the reunion in the past, but could not come this year were very much missed!

Oh, and for those who did attend the reunion (and everyone else, too, really) you will be happy to know that after Don Johnson thought he had lost one hearing aid, he and Brad actually found it again !  Hurray! 

Best wishes to all-and expecially to Cheryl Turner as she prepares for knee replacement surgery.

Karen Corbin DeVictor
727th ATB Family and Friends Directory
The Directory was mailed out everyone on the mailing list.  If there are any additions/corrections/deletions, please contact Karen DeVictor.  An addendum can be sent out with the next newsletter.  Karen needs the name of the vet and name of the family member or friend along with their address, phone number and email.  You can contact Karen at her email address: kdevictor@gmail.com, or mailing address at:  2208 Greenbrier Dr.; Lawrence, KS 66047, or call her at 785-842-8216.  
1. Name (if VET, skip #2)
2. Give your relationship to the 727th ATB vet (such as “daughter of Howard Jessen”)

3. Address 

4. Phone Number

5. email address
Following is the correspondence since the last newsletter: 
· April 12
Beverly VanKirk sent a note thanking us for the Directory.  

· April 13
Karen DeVictor sent an email out that she will take awhile to see if anyone contacts 



her about corrections that need to be made to the 727th Directory.  This will be sent in 



this newsletter so everyone has the updated information.

NEWS SINCE THE LAST NEWSLETTER
· April

I had Harold Gordon’s March Newsletter returned with no forwarding address.  If

anyone has this information, please let me know.

· April

Robert Green’s niece, Joyce Clark, called.  Robert would like to get in touch with any
727th ATB, Company B, veterans.  He has talked to Bennie Torrez and I gave her information about John Rauert.  If there are any other living veterans, please get in touch with me.  

· May 11
I received a letter from Dr. Foyston.  Cheri Foyston, daughter of Fred Eacret 




(deceased) has enjoyed receiving the newsletters.  With great sadness, this note was 



to convey that Cheri has passed away.  
· May 13
Received an email from Terry Sorenson from Jim Smith.  His dad is 1st Lieutenant

Francis Smith of Baltimore, MD.  He passed away January 1997.  
If anyone knows any information regarding his tour, please contact him.  

· May 

Karen received a phone call about Rita Murray-DeAx.  She has passed away.
· May 23
Karen received an email from Janet Priest.  She is the daughter of Robert Priest, a

member of the 726th ATB, and believes they may have merged with the 727th ATB.  She would appreciate continuing to receive the newsletter to keep up with those she remembers he would talk about.  She welcomes contact from anyone who might remember her Dad.  He passed away June of 2012 at age 87. 
· June 5
Karen sent out an email with information for everyone.  Tom Huston passed away

May 8th.  Ella is doing okay.  Our thoughts and prayers are with Ella.
· June 5
Karen’s email also mentioned JoAn Staton’s mother, who is now 107 years old.  She

is now on hospice care while still living at JoAn’s home.  

· June 6
Received the 658th ATB Newsletter.  Our reunion was mentioned.  Thanks, Betty!

· June 10
Ruth Corbin, 96, wife of Merritt Corbin. deceased, passed away today.  Karen and I,
 

our spouses, children, and grandchildren will miss her, but she is having a great time 


with dad and their family and friends!  Karen and I want to thank everyone for all the
cards, phone
calls and emails.  We surely appreciate your thoughts and prayers.
· July 17
Ann received a card from Don and Elizabeth Yates.  They have moved.  Ann called 
                      them and spoke with Elizabeth.  They like their new home and would love to hear from
                      anyone.  

· July 28
Cheryl Turner (Howard Jessen’s daughter) is scheduled to have knee replacement 



surgery tomorrow---both knees!!!!  
· Aug. 3

Karen had an email from Cheryl and Ted Turner.  They really appreciated the card that
                      everyone signed at the Reunion.  It brought a huge smile and a few tears.  They 
                      missed seeing everyone, but hope to be able to join everyone next year.  Cheryl’s 
                     going to be ready to roll after recovering from her knee replacement surgery.  Karen 
                     said that she heard from all of those to whom they sent cards signed at the reunion by
                     attendees.  
· Aug. 12
Francis Carroll sent a donation.  Thank you so much for your thoughtful gift!

· Aug. 19
JoAn Staton posted on Facebook that her mother, who attended many past reunions
                      in Kansas City, and who lived to be an amazing 108 years old, passed away 
                      yesterday, Aug. 18.  Our thoughts and prayers are with you and all of your family.  

· Sept. 1
Christy Windmeyer, daughter-in-law of Dave & Betty Windmeyer, emailed Karen to 


tell her that Betty had a successful knee replacement Aug. 31st.  She’s doing well and

starting Physical Therapy.  She and Dave are in great spirits.  Best wishes to continued success with your recovery.

· Sept. 12
Received the 658th ATB Newsletter.  A website is being worked on. Check 

out: www.658amtrac.org.  
· Oct. 6

Email from Karen that gave information about next year’s reunion.  Please see the first
page of this newsletter.

Love and God Bless you all,
Ann Corbin Edwards and the entire Merritt Corbin Family
Email:  anncedwards@gmail.com   
Phone number is:  864-836-3436                    
